
 

 

Kirkcudbright Golf Club 
Newsletter – January 2015 (Issue 1) 

Captain’s Update 
May Anne and I extend our best wishes to you and your family for the year ahead. 
As a golf club we go from strength to strength and I am looking forward to the end 
of dark days towards clear evenings and playing golf in the sunshine. 
  
Our AGM in December filled me with hope in the reassurance that so many of our 
members give of their time for the benefit of all. We will see this in coming months 
as paintbrushes get aired and the club gets spruced up for another year. The 
challenges of a small club like ours go on and we now have around 40 volunteers 
doing small jobs, but very important tasks. 
 

With subscription due and visitor bookings starting to hit the office I am optimistic that we will once again 
have a great year. If you have been playing winter golf you will have noticed the winter programme is well 
underway and already preparation to make our greens again the best in the area. 
 
Things you can do! Most important, enjoy being a member of our wonderful club. Say hello to the boys in 
the office when you pay your subscriptions, due before the end of January. Look at our website and follow 
us on Facebook & Twitter.  
 
If you are a regular Buggy user speak to Tony our office manager about your needs and we will do our 
utmost to make your playing experience a joy. 
 
We celebrated the start to the festive season with a social on the 17th of December in the clubhouse. What 
a good night with over 60 members, in some way involved with munching mince pies and singing carols. 
Ian McIntyre entertained and Shona tended to every whim. 
  
 Maurice  

www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 
 
Follow us on Twitter: @kbtgolfclub 
 
Facebook: Kirkcudbright Golf Club 
 
Email: info@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 
 
Phone: 01557 330314 

EGGS Prize Giving Lunch will take place on 16th January at 12.15 for 12.45. There will be a presentation to 
Alzheimer’s at 12.45. 

Save the date! 
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The annual draw for our first “Golfolotto” was made in the 
clubhouse during the AGM and the lucky winner was 
Lizzy Shamash pictured left with her cheque!  
 
Maurice McKenna was the December winner. 
 
If you’re not already taking part in the Golfolotto then 
speak to one of the boys in the office at the Clubhouse or 
contact Donald Shamash. You gotta be in it to win it! 

 

Office Matters 

Golfolotto 

I hope to make ‘Office Matters’ a regular feature of the Newsletter enabling the office to pass information to the 
membership and canvass opinions. 
 
This month’s topic is buggies. There is now a 9 hole rate, (for members only), of £8. This will operate alongside the 
members’ rate of £14 and the 6 for £72 concession. An annual rate was discussed at the December Committee 
meeting but was not considered viable, this does not mean it is ‘dead in the water’. The difficulty is there is no one 
size fits all solution. To reach a consensus we need to know your preferred options. 
 
1. What usage do you envisage? Specifically the number of times you might hire a buggy and is it for 18 or 9 

holes? 
 

2. What access to a buggy do you expect?  
  
3. How much do you envisage paying?  
 
4. Anything else? 

 
At the AGM I mentioned an accurate breakdown of buggy usage and costs had been carried out over the past 2 
years. This is document is available from the office. Please remember any rate must reflect the cost of running, 
maintaining and replacing a reliable fleet and usage is always subject to course conditions. There will be no 
compromise on safety. It may be that packages are tailored to individual requirements but be mindful that any 
option must be easily managed and monitored. There is nothing to be gained by introducing cumbersome 
bureaucracy. This year the number of rentals by members exceeded those of visitors, I believe this is a first. Our 
club membership is ageing so the provision of buggies is vital to the financial wellbeing of the club and to our 
members’ enjoyment of the course. 
 
Let the office know by email, letter, or come in and have a chat. I promise you anonymity and a personal reply. 
  
So what happens next? Your suggestions will be put before the Management Committee for further discussion and 
I will inform you of the outcome. 
 
It is your golf club, get involved. If you have ideas on other matters or feel you can help in the running of the club or 
have a specific area of expertise, get in touch. 
 
The office is here to help and give your membership added value. Your challenge is to keep us informed and up to 
date with any issues that can enhance your experience of being a club member. 
 
Tony Reason 
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January Coaching Segment with PGA Golf Professional, David Broadfoot 

 
This month I would like to give you 5 keys to a perfect set-up position for playing your 
irons.  Go through these 5 checkpoints to ensure you are giving yourself the best 
chance to hit nice, solid iron shots.  The set-up is key for making crisp contact on your 
irons.  All these keys will encourage the correct descending blow on the ball. 
 
1.  Ball Position 
The ball position will influence how the club attacks the ball and can make a huge 
difference to your strike.  Try to ensure that the ball is positioned underneath your left 
ear (right ear for left-handed players).  This will encourage solid contact on the ball 
(see picture 1). 
 
2.  Hand position 
Hand position plays a key role in hitting your irons well.  At impact with the ball, ideally 
your hands will be in front of the club head, meaning that the shaft of the club leans 
forward slightly.  Striking the ball with your hands behind the club head will lead to fat 
and thin strikes.  Try setting your hands slightly in front of the club head in your set-up 
to encourage the same position at impact (See picture 2). 
 
3.  Stance Width 
Try to stand with your feet around shoulder width but make sure you are 
comfortable.  A stance that is too wide can encourage too much lateral (from side to 
side) lower body movement in our backswing, which we don't really want.  We want 
our lower body to rotate during the backswing.  A stance that is too narrow can make 
the lower body unstable and lead to you being off balance. 
 
4.  Weight Distribution 
I would encourage you to try and distribute your weight evenly between your two 
feet.  This makes it easier to get the correct weight shift in your backswing and into 
your downswing.  This way you will be making no compensations for your weight 
favouring either side in your set-up. 
 
5.  Shoulder tilt 
The way your spine is set in your address position is very important.  Try to feel like 
your right shoulder is slightly lower than your left shoulder (opposite for left 
handers).  This will help you tilt your spine backwards away from the target 
slightly.  The reason we want this position is that it keeps your head slightly behind the 
ball and encourages correct weight shift in your backswing.  Someone setting-up to 
the ball with level shoulders normally means they are tilting their spine forward too 
much which encourages a swing that will be too steep (See picture 3). 
 
I hope these keys will help you on your way to better iron play.  Have fun! 
 
Of course, it's sometimes difficult to know if you are in these positions or not.  I am 
available for lessons 7 days a week, morning, afternoon and evening.  Please don't 
hesitate to get in touch with me anytime via my mobile 07894 319236, or email me at 
dbroadfoot87@gmail.com 
 
JANUARY LESSON SPECIAL - Throughout the month of January I will be 
offering a 3 for 2 lesson deal.  Buy 2 half hour lessons for £40 and receive a 3rd 
lesson FREE!  Lessons purchased on this offer will need to be used by 1st 
February 2015.  It's a great way to kick start your preparation for the new 
season ahead. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you, David Broadfoot, PGA Golf Professional, 
Kirkcudbright Golf Club. 

Picture 2 

Picture 1 

Picture 3 
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Rules Corner 

This month we’ve added a new feature – getting to know some of our more prominent club members by asking some 
probing questions for a bit of fun. To kick-off 2015 I caught up with our Head Green Keeper, John Houston and here’s 
what he had to say ... 

John, what’s your handicap just now? 
4.4 
 
What’s the best course you’ve played? 
I played a cracking course in Atlanta the greens were like glass so for that reason Cannonsgate flat creek golf club. 
 
What’s been your best moment in golf? 
I don’t really have any one round or moment that stands out and I have never really won anything of any merit yet. I get 
a lot of satisfaction from when my timing is right and everything clicks. 
 
Who would be in your dream 4-ball? 
Steve Jobs, Jack Reacher, Bono and Gandalf the grey.  
 
Favourite club in your bag? 
My Driver it's an old mizuno I bought for £80 about ten years ago. I can hit it low or high and it goes usually straight.   
 
If you could change one thing in the game what would it be? 
I would cap the money bandwagon surrounding professional golf. 
 
Best piece of advice you’ve been given? 
My Dad always told me just to try and swing well. 
 
Bogey hole at Kirkcudbright? 
Just now it’s the 9th, it just doesn't suit my eye. 
 
Any golf superstitions? 
Never play after 3 beers 
 
And finally, away from golf, what else do you get up to? 
I’m a huge fantasy/sci-fi geek and gamer, and I play in a pool team. 
 
Thanks John, that’s good stuff! Next month in the hot seat is Junior Captain Nathan Watson. 

Player Profile 

Q: A player playing in the rain holds an umbrella over his head with one hand while holing a very short putt, 
gripping the putter with the other hand. Is this allowed? 
 
A: Yes. Rule 14-2 prohibits a player, while making a stroke, from accepting protection from the elements 
from someone other than himself. However, it does not prohibit him from protecting himself. 
 
 
Q: In match-play, player A holes a putt and, thinking he has won the match, picks up player B’s ball and 
hands it to him. Player B then informs Player A that he was receiving a stroke and still has a putt to win the 
hole. Did Player A concede the hole by lifting Player B’s ball? 
 
A: No. Player A incurred a 1 shot penalty under 18-3b. Player B must replace his own ball and now has two 
putts to win the hole. 
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Social Night 

Junior Scene 
 

A splendid turnout of Members, partners and friends 
gathered for a social evening at the Clubhouse on 
Wednesday the 17th of December.    
 
It was an opportunity for our new Captain, Maurice, to 
personally thank all the helpers who are doing such a 
marvelous job in volunteering their time, effort and in 
some cases money, to assist in the smooth running of our 
Club. 
 
Shona set the tables out in a Cafe-type-style and 
produced a nice variety of tasty savouries and nibbles. 
 
Live music was provided by Ian McIntyre who gave us a 
terrific mixture of Scots songs, Pop and traditional Carols. 
 
A very generous contribution was attained by a Raffle.  
 
A big thank you to all who attended. 
 
Alistair 

The Junior section continues to play fortnightly through the winter with a dozen or so keen and hardy boys and girls 
turning up regularly. 
 
We enjoyed a fabulous Christmas Party on Sunday 21st December where 30 juniors participated in games and 
hilarity. Thanks to all the parents for the party food and their support. Thanks also to Shona and Kirsty for hosting 
the day, great fun was had by all. 
 
 The junior prize giving will be held on Saturday 3rd January. We will play a 9-hole scramble, meeting at 10am for a 
10.30am start, which is open to anyone wishing to play. This will be followed by the presentation of the trophies to 
all the junior 2014 prizewinners at approx. 1.15pm. Everyone welcome.  
The next junior winter golf will be on Saturday 10th January and then fortnightly thereafter until opening day. 
Happy New Year 
 
Pam 

And finally …. 

We’ve changed the Newsletter a little this month and a great addition is the excellent instructional piece from local 
PGA Professional David Broadfoot that we hope will help get you motivated for the 2015 season. David has been 
building an excellent reputation for himself as a coach and we are fortunate to have him as a member of our club. 
Why not take advantage of his excellent ‘3 for 2’ lesson deal in January. You won’t be disappointed!  
 
Finally don’t forget this is your newsletter so let us know what you think! Tell us what you want to know and we’ll do 
our best to tell you … If you would like to see something included or have any feedback please contact me at 
malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk. 


